Kansas Partnership for Accessible Technology (KPAT)
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 12, 2011
Landon State Office Building, Room 106, Topeka, KS
The meeting was called to order by Duncan Friend. Those members present were:
Anthony Fadale, State ADA Coordinator
Ivan Weichert, State Geographic Information Systems Director
Mike Branam, Kansas Department on Aging
Duncan Friend, Chair, Kansas Partnership for Accessible Technology
Martha Gabehart, Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns
David Rosenthal, Kansas Telecommunications Industry Association
Representative Mike Burgess, Topeka
Joe Oborny, Kansas School for the Deaf
Natalie Davis, Kansas Division of Emergency Management
Cole Robison, Director, IT Accessibility – DISC
Nathan Eberline, League of Kansas Municipalities
Mike Erickson, Emporia State University
Bill Roth, Chief Information Technology Architect

Others present:
John Baranski, Kansas Department of Education
Eve Tracy, Kansas Department of Agriculture
Nathan Ensz, Legislative Post Audit
Duncan welcomed the group to the KPAT meeting. 
I. 	Approval: October 2010 Minutes
The minutes were reviewed. David Rosenthal moved to approve the minutes. Mike Branam seconded. The minutes were approved
II. 	Annual Report
Cole gave his presentation on the Annual Report.  Some of our accomplishments last year include ITEC Guideline 2400A, Kansas Broadband Advisory Task Force “digital inclusion” member – David Rosenthal, ITEC Policy 1210 implementation guidance, FCC Accessibility and Innovation Initiative participation in the Kansas Broadband Conference and the Assessment Tool RFP.  Some of our Planned Initiatives are ongoing KITA updates, continuing to monitor Federal updates and captioning pilots.  Big efforts will be made for the assessment tool rollout.  Getting this tool in place will be a major goal for this year.  We will continue to refine the communication plan and continue to leverage the webmasters list.


III. 	IT Project Planning
ITEC Guideline 2400A, Web Content Accessibility Template posted. This outlined the process to be followed in IT planning. Guideline 2400A can be found on the ITEC website at http://da.ks.gov/kito/ITProposedPlans.htm.  KITO sent announcement to ITAB on Monday and Cole will be attending the April meeting to do some guidance training.  Duncan commented that this is a major accomplishment to KPAT in having the guidelines come into play at the beginning of a project planning or purchasing process rather than trying to work it in after the fact.  Our next annual report should reflect some our progress on this.
IV.	Kansas Broadband Summit
David Rosenthal and Anthony Fadale both participated.  Anthony gave kudos to David for his presentation and thought it was very well done.  David thought it went well and gave us the following URL for more information on the broadband summit: http://www.connectkansas.org/.
The summit did a good job of bringing a lot of various types of organizations together. Two people from the FCC were among the presenters and about 200 were in attendance.  People left with a much better picture of what is going on in Kansas and what will be going on.
Pam Gregory from the FCC indicated she would like to see more individuals with disabilities at the next summit and she would like to be invited back.
V. 	Captioning Pilot Projects
Board of Education Meeting
John Baranski presented us with an overview of the Closed Caption Pilot at the Board of Education meeting on January 11.  They used Caption Solutions LLC.  Their first attempt had some problems but after that it went quite smoothly.  Transcripts are also provided after an event.  This company’s rates are $93 per hour and integrating a transcript into a Windows Media file is $75 per hour with a minimum of 1 hour.  The quality was very impressive.
Joe remarked that the captioning on the side was very helpful and he is very appreciative of the efforts but he was unable to go back to read what he had missed.  John said that he had noticed that too and the issue of losing previous transcript if you have to refresh your page.  It was noted that this vendor is not currently on state contract.
Emporia is using a Video Interpreting service for classes for a hearing impaired student which is costing them approximately 10% of what it cost for interpreters for a previous hearing impaired student.  David remarked that that would be nice and cost effective.  We don’t always want to go with the cheapest solution if it doesn’t meet the client’s needs.  Martha suggested that you can put out a meeting notice that says “this meeting is captioned” but if other means are needed you can request something else such as an American Sign Language interpreter.
Duncan said that he’s looking forward to hear more from Emporia State and thanks to the Department of Education for their project pilot.


Legislative Committee Meetings
Video of Legislative Committee Meetings was discussed for the Old Supreme Court room and Committee room 548.  The video application is in place and there is a grant request for video hardware.  Captioning will be by “revoicing” with revoicers identified. Revoicing is a captioning technique that uses speech recognition software, in which the revoicer has “trained” their specific software and repeats what is said into a microphone for the software to type (caption).
Duncan said that the Historical Society is building a digital archive so these captioned presentation can be stored/archived.
State of the State Address
Confirmed that the telecast will be captioned by KPTS, as has been done in the past.  KPTS will forward the caption file for web use.  There were issues last year but the issue was with KTWU dropping the captioning feed.
VI.	Web Accessibility Assessment Tool Procurement Status
Bid event EVT0000261 was mailed November 5th, closed December 3rd.  Our evaluation team received and have been reviewing a small number of bids.  Questions to vendors were sent on Monday with responses due back on Friday.
Martha asked if the reports that we get will have results in layman’s terms, as opposed to the fairly technical response provided by the Total Validator tool.  Cole replied that that was the hope.
The goal is to have a tool that will be available for all agencies to be able to log into.  If for whatever reason an agency wants to have a copy of its own it would be able to purchase it off of state contract.
We have an evaluation team that has met three times to date.  They have reviewed proposals, came up with questions and are experimenting with trail access.  They are crafting scenario and sample content for demos.  
VII. 	State ADA Coordinator Report
Anthony said that we are making progress.  SRS asked for an extension and was granted one until March.  Wildlife and Parks requested an extension because they have 1700 pdf files and one person to handle them.  They were granted a one year extension.  Accounts and Reports extension request has not been granted yet for SHaRP and SMART – working with vendors and division.  An exception request was granted for a particular issue for Highway Patrol.  Anthony noted that there have not been a great many undue burden requests and that he will be able to provide a list of them.
VIII.	Chair and Vice-Chair Election
	Postponed until the April meeting.
IX.	Schedule of Future Meetings
	The meetings have been changed from the 2nd Wednesday of the month to the 1st Wednesday.
· Wednesday, April 6
· Wednesday, July 6
· Wednesday, October 5

The meeting adjourned at 3:40 pm.
