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Tuesday, October 14, 2014
Landon State Office Building, Room 509, Topeka, KS
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Martha Gabehart at about 2:30 PM.
Those members present were:
Martha Gabehart, Chair, Kansas Partnership for Accessible Technology
Anthony Fadale, State Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator
Cole Robison, Director, IT Accessibility, Office of Information Technology Services
Sara Sack, Director, Assistive Technology for Kansans
Others present:
Kit Cole, Software Tester/Assistive Technology Coordinator, Information Technology, the University of Kansas
Bill Griffiths, Assistive Technology / Information Accessibility Consultant, Kansas Department for Children and Families
Matt Powell, Application Developer, State Historical Society
I.	Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Gabehart opened the meeting with a welcome and introductions.
II.	Approval: July Minutes
The minutes of the July 8, 2014 meeting were reviewed, Anthony Fadale moved to approve them and Sara Sack seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
III.	Status Updates and Announcements
Cole Robison updated the group on the latest release of AMP, which introduces automated PDF testing; September’s AMP training, the demand for which resulted in the addition of an extra session; a webinar offered by SSB BART Group; the strategic plan outreach, which was still pending; AudioEye, an accessible website audio service; and an invitation to participate in a WAI Working Groups survey on WCAG documentation. Details are available in the meeting presentation available at http://oits.ks.gov/docs/kpat20141014p.
IV.	State ADA Coordinator Report
Anthony reported he had not received any undue burden requests this quarter.
The Department of Administration Oracle BI Analytics Implementation – Data Warehouse Upgrade II project undue burden exception schedule for Cole to test the upgraded product was not kept because of issues with the Department of Administration making the testing environment ready and available. Project management understands and agrees on the need for evaluation and is still working on providing Cole with testing environment access. Martha raised the question of how many employees are affected by this system, or are being accommodated, but these numbers were unknown.
Anthony noted that some state employees have had some trouble with the State Employee Health Plan (SEHP) membership administration portal, that the State is evaluating the issues, and any problems should immediately be reported to the SEHP help desk at 1-800-832-5337. These should not wait because enrollment closes at midnight on October 31st.
The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) passed this year has many references to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Anthony expressed his commitment to making sure the State of Kansas complies with its implementation.
Anthony was contacted about the accessibility of kiosks that will be placed in the Kansas State Capitol Visitor Center by January 12th. He sent them information from the ADA Symposium in Denver, Bill’s and Cole’s contact information, etc. The overseeing committee, which includes KPAT member Matt Veatch of the Kansas Historical Society, is committed to making them accessible. Matt Powell remarked that the State is pushing the vendor to meet accessibility requirements with which it doesn’t necessarily have prior experience.
V.	Accessible Content Site at KU
Kit Cole presented information on the new Content Accessibility website at KU: http://content.accessibility.ku.edu/. This site provides information about making documents, websites, and videos accessible. Bill mentioned Bookshare (https://www.bookshare.org/cms/), an accessible online library for people with print disabilities, as something that might fit in nicely with the site’s focus on course content. He also brought up e-book selection and production, which is not currently covered by the site. Matt lauded the site for the approachable way it covers the majority of issues, and suggested it be used in the strategic plan outreach. Bill then asked about KU’s stance on HTML5, and talked a little bit about some of the accessibility advantages of HTML5, particularly for things like embedded video.
VI.	Assistive Technology for Kansans and the Telecommunications Access Program and Relay System
Sara Sack provided information on her organization, Assistive Technology for Kansans (ATK), and its new responsibility for the Dual Party Relay System (DPRS) and Telecommunications Access Program (TAP). The PowerPoint is included in the meeting presentation available at http://oits.ks.gov/docs/kpat20141014p. One thing in particular that she asked for the Partnership to pay attention to was a recent FCC NPRM on speech-to-speech (STS) relay, published by the FCC at http://go.usa.gov/zxxR and in the Federal Register at http://go.usa.gov/zxCe. Martha asked whether underutilization of STS occurs because its availability is not well known or due to quality issues, to which Sara responded that she thinks it's a combination of both, and spoke a bit to the potential of caller profile use to improve the service. Anthony emphasized the importance of effective communication with the deaf and hard of hearing community in emergency situations, and suggested that the KPAT could participate in getting the word out about ATK services and activities. Martha lamented that more members weren't present to hear the presentation so as to be able to be a part of such outreach.
Sara continued, covering the FCC’s new self-certification requirement for IP captioned telephone service, noting that this comes with the benefit that captioning will be on by default. She then went on to provide details about TAP. Martha asked about any limitations in the kinds of equipment provided, to which Sara responded the program’s offerings are generally comprehensive. There was some discussion of other means of ATK outreach. Matt prompted a bit more explanation of the expertise and savings ATK provides the client.
VII.	Future Topics and Initiatives
Kit expressed a desire to hear more about the aforementioned kiosks from someone who is working on that project, and Matt offered to inquire about that possibility. Anthony called for ensuring that AMP is maintained, particularly through executive turnover, as its use is now routine business practice. Cole asked for ideas for future topics and initiatives for the KPAT. As a first step in addressing a previously raised topic, he shared a link (http://bit.ly/1rqKHdH) for an archive of an excellent webinar on how to provide accessible webinars.
